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CO P Y R I GHT  I N F R I N GEME NT A N D  T HE  AVA I L A B I LI TY  O F  
L I CE N SED A U D I OVIS UA L CO N T E N T I N  T HE  E N G L IS H -
S P E A K I NG CA R I B B E A N



Lack of 
licensed 

audiovisual 
content in 

English

Piracy ?



Mitigating breakthroughs 
o Subscription-based online services.
o Personalized content offer –language / subtitles.
o Account access-sharing with relatives in the US (likely 

disappearing now).
o Larger assortment of licensed content on cable and satellite.

Drawbacks
o Persisting presence of Spanish language in linear TV: advertising, 

forward programming information, interstitials, subtitling, incl. in 
some Pay-TV packages.

o OTT services not affordable everywhere.



Confusing amalgamation
U N L I CE NSE D R E T R A N SMI SSI ON  O F  
D I S CR ET ION A RY /CO PY RI GHTE D 
CHA N N E L S ( “ CA B L E  CHA N N E L S”)

Tackled through:

oEnforcement

oWholesale purchasing solutions 
(e.g. Cooperative)

U N L I CE NSE D R E T R A N SMI SSI ON  
O F  F R E E - TO -AI R CHA N N E L S 
( “ T HE  U S  N E T W O R K S”)

oStalemate between cable 
operators and licensors

oOperators: “prohibitive fees”, 
“refusal to license”

oLicensors: “rampant piracy”, 
“licensing outside the US would 
trigger residuals for foreign re-
use of the content (owed to 
Guilds)”

oLocal authorities: forbearance.



Toolbox?

oRelentless fight against piracy (in particular 
illegal Internet protocol TV (IPTV packaged)

oContent protection campaigns / education

oCompulsory licensing? (mindful of the failed 
Bahamas experiment)

oDevelopment of local film/audiovisual content 
(e.g. through production incentives)

oContinued discussions between stakeholders at 
regional level, incl. the US



Thank you
O L I VI ER  D O CK
I N F O @ WHI TEB ENCH. NET
+ 65 3 1 5 9493 8

mailto:Info@whitebench.net

	CCTA – Annual Meeting Sessions�17 February 2023
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Confusing amalgamation
	Toolbox?
	Thank you

