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Return Path Modem  

Signal Levels Overview (cont.) 

É If you ask a CATV engineer or technician to 
tell you the TX level of the modem in the 
customerôs house, what will they tell 
you?  

É Wonôt they say that: ñModem TX Level=  
Return Active Design Input + Modem - to -
Active dB Lossò? 

É But then, ask them what is that determines 
the Return Active input  
level. What will they tell you?  

É Usually ï they do not know. They were never 
taught.  

 



Return Path Modem  

Signal Levels Overview (cont.) 

É For this reason, this simple lesson in CATV 
return levels is necessary for cable techs & 
engineers who were never taught the basic 
rules of return levels.  

É We know of more than one cable system 
with return levels completely out of spec 
because of lack of knowledge concerning 
the rules governing return levels & 
consequently incorrect implementation of 
return plant design.  

 

 



Return Path Modem  

Signal Levels Overview (cont.) 

É Return Level Basic Rule:  
 

Modem TX Level  
 =  

dB loss between  

 that point & the CMTS  

 


